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SCHEDULE  

 9:00-9:30                                          Refreshments 

  9:30-10:30                                        Questioning the (Re)Production of Dichotomies 

• Stamped: Space and the Embodiment of Violence on Young Racialized Bodies 
Rehaana Manek, Doctoral Candidate, Department of Anthropology, York University 

 
• Invasive Alien Species: Biopolitics of the Nonhuman   

Johanna Pokorny, Doctoral student, Department of Anthropology,  University of Toronto 
 

• “Let’s Talk”: Stigma and the Illness Paradigm in Mental Health 
Walter Callaghan, MA student, Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto 

 
  10:30-11:30                        New Directions in Anthropologies of the “Middle East” 

• Palestinian Child Labor in Israel: Segregation Through Contact 
Omri Grinberg, Doctoral student, Department of Anthropology, Centre for Jewish Studies, 
University of Toronto 
 

• Imagining Futures: Planning the Return of the Palestinian Refugees 
Noa Shaindlinger, Doctoral Candidate, Department of Near and Middle Eastern 
Civilizations, Diaspora and Transnational Studies, University of Toronto 
 

• “Refusing to Stay Put:” The Feminist Legacies of Armed Struggle in Kurdistan 
Susan Benson-Sokmen, Doctoral Candidate, Department of History, Women and Gender 
Studies, University of Toronto 
 

11:30-12:45                                  Locating the Social in the Material in Archaeology  

• Imagining the Social Contexts of Prehistoric Social Networks 
Peter Bikoulis, Doctoral Candidate, Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto 
 

• Artifacts of Ruin and the Micropolitics of Decay 
Katrina Burch Joosten, MSc student, Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto 
 

• Flakes as Tools: Examining Jomon Period Subsistence and Lithic Technology in Hokkaido, 
Japan 

Emma Yasui, Doctoral student, Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto 
 

• Shifting Perceptions of Pottery Decoration: A Multi-scalar Analysis of Two Middle 
Iroquoian Villages in Southern Ontario 

Steven Dorland, Doctoral student, Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto  
 

12:45-1:15                          Lunch 

1:15-1:35                                      Why do Ring-Tailed Lemurs (Lemur catta) Howl? 

Laura M. Bolt, Doctoral Candidate, Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto 



	  

11:35-2:45                                    Locality and Temporality in Queer Studies 

• Religion or Equality? Remapping the Religious and the Secular in the Ontario Catholic 
School Gay-Straight Alliance Controversy 

David Seitz, Doctoral student, Human Geography, Women’s and Gender Studies, 
University of Toronto 
 

• Towards a Queer Analytic of Spirit Possession 
Seth Palmer, Doctoral student, Department of Anthropology, Women’s and Gender 
Studies, University of Toronto 
 
 
 

• Past Queer: On Remembering and Forgetting 
Michael Connors Jackman, Doctoral Candidate, Department of Anthropology, York 
University  
 

• The Many Scenes of Queer Damascus 
Mathew Gagné, Doctoral student, Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto 
 

  2:45-3:00                                          Break 

  3:00-4:00             Eat, Talk, Socialize: Thinking About Our Concepts in Daily Life 

• The Mind-Reading Assumption: Intentionality and Speech Act Theory in North American 
English 

Emily Hofstetter, MA student, Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto 
 

• Community as a trope of Indonesian modernity 
Lukas Ley & Jessica Tremblay, Doctoral students, Department of Anthropology, 
University of Toronto 
 

• Orienting memories: taste and comfort food in hospice care 
Leanne Davis, Doctoral Candidate, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Carleton 
University 

 
  4:00-5:00                                                                                    Ethnography in Africa 

• Integrating ethnographic principles in monitoring and evaluating International NGOs: Case 
Study Female Empowerment in Egypt 

Zuzanna Kucharski, MA student, Department of Anthropology, University of Ottawa 
  

• Living with the dead: building ethical relations in Acholi, northern Uganda 
Letha Victor, Doctoral student, Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto 
 

• Love, Marriage, and Money: The Changing Meaning of Lobola Among Young, Rural Xhosa 
in South Africa  

Kate Rice, Doctoral Candidate, Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto 



	  

ABSTRACTS 

Panel 1                                                           Questioning the (Re)Production of Dichotomies 

• Stamped: Space and the Embodiment of Violence on Young Racialized Bodies 
Rehaana Manek, Doctoral Candidate, Department of Anthropology, York University 

 
From Trayvon Martin to Jordan Manners, the trend in popular media to characterize young 

racialized bodies as violent and the spaces they occupy as dangerous has created a feedback loop 
between systemic oppression and racism and how young coloured bodies are depicted in the news. 
In this paper I want to explore the ways in which racialized youth participate in the transformation 
of public spaces to unauthorized spaces. I will explore the ways in which racialized youth embody 
space that is considered deviant or unsafe, and how mainstream media positions these unsafe 
spaces as fixed to these bodies – playing into the public’s imagination of ‘unsafe areas’.  

The relationship between youth and space is significant then, specifically when we talk 
about the ways that youth are relegated to, but also choose to be in ‘outside’ and peripheral spaces. 
The paper’s focus will be on the Jane and Finch area in Toronto’s North York region, 
characterized as both dangerous and deviant by media and official sources alike. In examining this 
neighbourhood, and the language used by media to describe it, we will begin to see how social and 
physical spaces are considered ‘dangerous’ and ‘deviant’, and finally how spatial constitution of 
deviance is embodied in racialized youth. The production of ‘deviant’ youth space is used in 
specific ways by the media to evoke distinct cultural and spatial imagery in the public imagination. 
This creates a culture of fear that surrounds racialized and immigrant areas and racialized bodies, 
allowing for institutionalized but also public violence to be enacted on those bodies.  
 

• Invasive Alien Species: Biopolitics of the Nonhuman   
Johanna Pokorny, Doctoral student, Department of Anthropology,  University of Toronto 

 
Invasion ecology is preoccupied with nonhuman species that follow anthropogenic 

connections across borders, thereby moving outside what are constituted as their “natural” ranges. 
In transgressing ecological and national borders, these species are seen as making alien 
connections. It follows that they are portrayed as “unnatural,” categorically more pernicious and 
evolutionarily “fit,” and as taking away the livelihood of local “native” nonhuman communities. 
Thus invasion ecology mobilizes particular notions of nature that need critical denaturing. Using 
aquatic environments from oceans to lakes, I discuss the nationalized imagination and 
management of nature in the work of invasion ecologists in Canada. More specifically, I argue that 
invasion ecologists politicize nature and entrench a territorialized politics of difference for the 
nonhuman. This politicization of life has prompted biosecurity measures that are framed in a 
militarized rhetoric; moreover, I show how this rhetoric has changed over the past decade as 
invasion ecology work co-opts national ecological and economic politics of fear and adopts a 
radical new temporality. 
 

• “Let’s Talk”: Stigma and the Illness Paradigm in Mental Health 
Walter Callaghan, MA student, Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto 
 

On 12 February 2013, Bell Canada hosted an event title “Let’s Talk”.  The purpose of this social-
media event was to raise awareness of mental health and to decrease the societal stigma 
surrounding mental health.  While awareness campaigns certainly have an effect in decreasing 
stigma, this paper will identify a key problem in these campaigns – the continued use of language 
based on an illness or disease ontology of mental health.  This paper will discuss how the 



	  

medicalization of mental health has led to a reinforcement of the illness/disease paradigm and how 
this has created a resilient form of societal stigma that is strengthened rather than weakened by the 
language used in these well-intentioned awareness campaigns.  An alternate mental health 
ontology will be presented that may have more effect in fighting societal stigma, thereby creating a 
social environment where those in need are empowered to seek assistance. 
 

Panel 2                                                           New Directions in Anthropologies of the “Middle East” 

• Palestinian Child Labor in Israel: Segregation Through Contact 
Omri Grinberg, Doctoral student, Department of Anthropology, Centre for Jewish Studies, 
University of Toronto 
 
Though Palestinian children have worked in Israeli territories for at least 44 years, their 

visibility has only recently became relatively salient following the emergence of a specific 
phenomenon, commonly known as "The Children of the Junction". These children, mostly 
Palestinian males aged three to sixteen, slip in-between, below or over the various road blocks and 
walls that separate Israel from the Palestinian Authority, on their way from their family's homes in 
the latter to junctions in main urban areas in the former. In the junctions, the children peddle 
various goods, beg for money, clean windshields, or alternate between all three. Since they are 
children, the Children of the Junction are generally allowed to pass through these strict lines, but 
only while they still have the physical appearance of children – once they appear as adults, as men, 
they are considered a security threat.  

In this paper, I will present an inter-disciplinary analysis of four Israeli representations of 
these children: my own ethnography of field work conducted in two junctions, a short 
documentary text, a journalistic text, and two protocols from meetings of the Israeli parliament's 
"Committee for the Rights of Children". Looking at both the children's movement between 
Palestinian territories and Israel and within the junctions, I argue that the unique agency of these 
children defies spatial segregation and re-defines the inner-urban order, in the political and spatio-
social senses. This defiance leads to a discourse in which the meeting point of childhood, 
nationality, and law necessitates a re-evaluation of epistemological and bureaucratic definitions of 
geo-political and urban spaces. 

 
• Imagining Futures: Planning the Return of the Palestinian Refugees 

Noa Shaindlinger, Doctoral Candidate, Department of Near and Middle Eastern 
Civilizations, Diaspora and Transnational Studies, University of Toronto 
 
Originally planning to explore memories of urbanities and of lost and transformed urban 

landscapes in Jaffa and Tel Aviv, the vicissitudes of fieldwork brought me to a shared Zochrot-
Badil project. ‘Envisioning the return of the Palestinian refugees’ ambitiously aspired to shift the 
discourse about the return from a ‘right’ to ‘practice’ by asking its participants, Israeli-Jews and 
Palestinians, to plan and imagine everyday life in a post-return polity on multiple scales, from state 
administrative, symbolic and legal apparatuses to micro levels of urban landscapes in Tel Aviv and 
Jaffa. This year-long joint project yielded a few unexpected twists and turns, taking us to Cape 
Town, South Africa, on a study tour of post-Apartheid society, and back to Palestine to dilapidated 
refugee camps. 

My paper will therefore offer preliminary thoughts about the multidirectionality not just of 
memory, but of place. The ‘directionality’ I am citing here alludes to spatial and geographical 
dimensions – itineraries within the city, across Palestine and to and from South Africa – as well as 
temporal ones; Allowing my research project to transform with shifting circumstances and 
opportunities redirected my focus from memories (dwelling on the past) to fantasies about the 



	  

future(s), and therefore elicited reconsideration of temporalities and the ways in which they 
intersect with places and imbue them with meaning.  In the end, the present urban spaces of Tel 
Aviv / Jaffa cease to be mere repositories of memories of lost homes and forms of sociability; in 
the same vain, they are not only lived spaces of current residents. By eliciting fantasies of possible 
futures, Tel Aviv and Jaffa become places that enact certain kinds of activism – towards return and 
reconciliation. And moreover, they become places that intersect and partially merge with other 
sites – refugee camps in the West Bank or a Cape Town neighbourhood razed by the apartheid 
regime. 

 
• “Refusing to Stay Put:” The Feminist Legacies of Armed Struggle in Kurdistan 

Susan Benson-Sokmen, Doctoral Candidate, Department of History, Women and Gender 
Studies, University of Toronto 
 
Shortly after my arrival in Doğubeyazıt, a predominantly Kurdish city 30 kilometers from 

Turkey’s border with Iran, 22 year-old Ömer Koç doused his body with gasoline and set himself 
on fire. Ömer did not die that day- February 15th, the anniversary of the “capture” of Abdullah 
Öcalan, the leader of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK)-but 19 days later, just before 
International Women’s Day. Celebrations organized by the local “pro-Kurdish” Peace and 
Democracy (BDP) and the city council, headed by a BDP female mayor, were cancelled. Instead 
the day became a protest against the Turkish state’s continuing denial of Kurdish political and 
cultural rights. While walking to the taziye (funeral reception) mourners chanted “Bijî Serok Apo” 
(long live our leader Öcalan) behind a large banner stating: “Kurdish women want freedom and 
negotiation in order to solve the Kurdish question.” Amongst the placards originally meant for the 
March 8th were also signs promising not to forget Ömer’s “sacrifice.” 

Some feminists may view the city’s cancellation of the celebrations as yet another example 
of how female emancipation often takes a backseat to national liberation. Others may read the 
banner that lead the protest as an illustration of how these struggles are interwoven and 
inextrictable. However, this paper does not seek to answer the unanswerable question: Is 
nationalism compatible with feminism? Instead, following Karen Kampwirth and Florence Babb’s 
studies of the effects of women’s participation in armed struggle in Latin America and Mexico, I 
examine how the feminism of the PKK has impacted gender relations and roles in Kurdish society. 
In other words, posing the question: Has feminist theory come down from the mountains and 
transformed the lives of “ordinary” Kurdish men and women? 

My work is also framed by larger questions about the impact of “NGO-ization” on 
women’s movement, a sort of catch all phrase used by many academics and activists to critique 
feminism’s increasing de-politicization through both its professionalization and co-optation by 
neo-liberal projects. However, while addressing concerns that “gender expertise” now sustains 
neo-imperial and neo-liberal projects in the Middle East, this dissertation, will attempt to trace 
alternative trajectories of gender-mainstreaming. Using the concept of revolutionary legacies, 
borrowing the concept from Babb and Kampwirth’s work on armed struggle and women in Latin 
Ameria, I argue that the men and women of the PKK bequeath a history of revolutionary feminism 
to Kurds, who then take-up this inheritance to resist the violences of the Turkish state, contest 
patriarchy and inequalities in Kurdish society, and most importantly, re-envision liberal 
democracy.. By examining the revolutionary legacies of the men and women of the PKK, as well 
as their impact and use, my work seeks to answer the question: Is armed struggle good for 
feminism? And while I acknowledge that, as Rita Manchanda argues, the “possibility of 
emancipatory politics” in a culture of militarized violence is a “problematic narrative” for 
feminists, I contend that the failure of “feminist curiosity” to engage with “armed” women (and 
men) diminishes not only feminist possibilities but also obscures a diverse history of feminist 
struggle. 



	  

 
Panel 3                                                     Locating the Social in the Material in Archaeology  

• Imagining the Social Contexts of Prehistoric Social Networks 
Peter Bikoulis, Doctoral Candidate, Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto 
 
Social Network Analysis is fast becoming a popular analytical tool in the study of 

prehistoric interregional interaction. Through the visualization conventions of Graph Theory, the 
relationships between actors are formally represented. Actors in many archaeological examples are 
usually sites, with the ties connecting them formed through the distribution of shared material 
culture such as pottery. However, much of this research has been conducted without explicit 
theorizing of the mechanisms or institutions that demanded and supported these long distant 
connections and exchanges. Using the example of metal ring-shaped idol pendants from the site of 
Ikiztepe, I seek to flesh out the social realities of expansive economic networks along the late 
prehistoric Black Sea by drawing on ethnographic and ethnohistoric examples. These metal 
artifacts are frequently noted for their stylistically foreign character and point to strong Balkan-
Anatolian connections. The ultimate aim of this paper is to go beyond the traditional art-historical 
discussion of Turkish prehistory by embedding those connections within an anthropologically 
informed socio-economic framework. 

 
• Artifacts of Ruin and the Micropolitics of Decay 

Katrina Burch Joosten, MSc student, Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto 
 
Emerging theoretical frameworks in archaeology and material culture studies are 

concerned with alternative conceptions of time where they necessitate a renewed and more robust 
interest in ethnoarchaeology.* These frameworks consciously narrow the divide between the 
subfields of archaeology and ethnography, thus mobilizing anthropologists to investigate how 
knowledge is inevitably conditioned by materials and the built environment that defy reduction to 
singular temporal and spatial categories. My research on the north coast of Peru–in the visceral 
desert landscapes of the Jequetepeque valley–investigates where temporal classifications of 
ancient ruins become deterritoralized and reterritorialized in the process of doing archaeological 
work. Ruins and artifacts are dialectical images that stretch through time. Often, their uncanny 
presence is disruptive of normative temporal rhythms. My research in Peru continually 
necessitates an epistemological openness to alternative classifications of archaeological sites, 
particularly as they resonate with present-day religious narratives of ancient places and relate to 
occult shamanic practices. In the spirit of this openness, I propose a synthesis of archaeology and 
ethnography that is more in line with rhizomatic thought, whereby the micropolitics of decay in 
heterotopic landscapes can be contextualized as asymptotic. By this I mean, an "analysis" with the 
full recognition that we can never get at the point of the dialectical object of our study for it exists 
as a multiplicity of phenomenological phases; phases which are always accumulating and 
subtracting in new orientations. In essence, our very interpretations of archaeological indexes will 
perpetually indicate relational orientations in becoming. 

 
*Dawdy, Shannon 2010 Clockpunk Anthropology and the Ruins of Modernity. Current 
Anthropology 51(6):761-793; Harrison, Rodney. 2011 Surface Assemblages. Towards and 
archaeology in and of the present. Archaeological Dialogues 18(2):141-161; Ingold, Tim. 1993 
The Temporality of the Landscape. World Archaeology 25(2):152-174. 

 
• Flakes as Tools: Examining Jomon Period Subsistence and Lithic Technology in Hokkaido, 

Japan 



	  

Emma Yasui, Doctoral student, Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto 
 
This paper examines the relationship between stone tools, resources, people, and activities 

at the intra-site and individual dwelling level during the Jomon Period.  Within this larger subject 
is the question of how Jomon lithic technology was incorporated into daily practices, such as the 
acquisition and preparation of food.  In my preliminary analysis of a chipped stone tool 
assemblage from the Yagi site in southwestern Hokkaido, generalized flake tools appear to form a 
considerable portion of the lithic sample.  Reports from the original Yagi Project (1978-1980) also 
note the systematic use of broken flakes, and the potential importance of expedient technology 
(Hurley et al. 1978).  The exact significance of these findings requires further attention, along with 
greater consideration of the wide variety of formal chipped and ground implements associated with 
Jomon sites.  Through a fine scale approach I evaluate the place of morphology as an indicator of 
human activity, as well as the applicability of broader patterns in Jomon subsistence practices to 
particular locations in time and space.  To examine these topics I combine the intra-site spatial 
distributions of a lithic assemblage, including ground and chipped tools, with information gained 
through use-wear and residue analysis of samples from pit dwellings. 

 
• Shifting Perceptions of Pottery Decoration: A Multi-scalar Analysis of Two Middle 

Iroquoian Villages in Southern Ontario 
Steven Dorland, Doctoral student, Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto  

 
Pottery decoration analysis has played an integral part in understanding and constructing 

past lifeways of southern Ontario pre-contact groups. Throughout the years, a number of 
methodological approaches and theoretical paradigms have influenced our understanding of Late 
Woodland pottery. This paper demonstrates the effectiveness of applying a multi-attribute 
analysis, influenced by Smith (1997), to pottery decoration. I have selected two Middle Ontario 
Iroquoian sites, the Antrex site and the Holly site as my research areas. I have chosen three 
variables to demonstrate the effectiveness of a multi-attribute analysis: design motif, the nature of 
symmetry patterns, and the relationship between the interior decoration and neck decoration. The 
selected variables represent aspects of decorative variation that are often missed or not even 
considered in Iroquoian studies, but are still important variables to consider when performing 
attribute analysis. The overarching goal of this paper is to demonstrate regional variation and a 
form of stylistic continuity that is masked by traditional typological approaches that focus on style 
from a single scale perspective. By adopting a multi-scalar approach, a more complex 
understanding of the relationship between the decoration and social, political and ideology 
processes, starts to unfold. 

 
Presentation 1                                                 Why do Ring-Tailed Lemurs (Lemur catta) Howl? 

Laura M. Bolt, Doctoral Candidate, Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto 

Long calls are sex-specific vocalizations used for mate attraction or mate defense in many 
animal species. The female-dominant strepsirhine Lemur catta has a male-specific long call termed 
a howl, with proposed functions that have never been empirically tested. The goal of my study was 
to clarify why L. catta males howl, and to test whether the mate defense and mate attraction 
hypotheses for long-calling were applicable to L. catta. From March-July 2010, 600 hours of focal 
data were collected on 25 males aged 3 and older at Beza Mahafaly Special Reserve, Madagascar. 
Howling rate had no observable relationship with female estrus, female mate choice, or individual 
male dominance rank, thus showing no support for the mate attraction hypothesis or the intra-
group function of the mate defense hypothesis. In contrast, strong support was found for the inter-



	  

group function of the mate defense hypothesis. During inter-group encounters, male howling rate 
significantly increased (Wilcoxon signed rank test: Z = -2.77, N = 25 males, P = 0.006), and a 
greater number of males participated in multi-male howling choruses (Wilcoxon signed rank test: 
Z = −2.17, N = 25 males, P = 0.03). My results suggest that males howl to advertise their presence 
and location to L. catta from other groups, as opposed to male or female members of their own 
group. Howling could discourage male immigration by advertising the number of males already 
present in a group. 
 

Panel 4                                                  Locality and Temporality in Queer Studies 

• Religion or Equality? Remapping the Religious and the Secular in the Ontario Catholic 
School Gay-Straight Alliance Controversy 

David Seitz, Doctoral student, Human Geography, Women’s and Gender Studies, 
University of Toronto 
 
Feminist and queer scholarship has seen an uptick in the past decade of inquiry into the 

religious and the secular in general, and the pernicious metonymic chains linking gender and 
sexual freedom, religious tolerance, and Western hegemony in particular. Yet as many 
anthropologists and geographers have argued, understanding the particular tugs and linkages 
between secularisms, gender and sexual politics, and geopolitical and economic imperatives 
requires sustained analysis of localized practices. To that end, this paper explores a local case in 
the complicities, productive tensions, and excesses among queer politics and secularist 
geographical imaginaries in Toronto, Ontario. In 2010, news broke that some of Ontario’s publicly 
funded Catholic high schools had routinely suppressed queer student organizing. Subsequent 
debates, ostensibly addressing homosexuality, collided with longstanding questions in Ontario 
about which faiths can be counted on to teach tolerance (or not), whether secular institutions can 
make such a guarantee, and the meanings of the secular and the religious themselves. Toronto-
based queer political formations and cultural productions served as key material and discursive 
spaces through which the meanings, boundaries, and contact zones between public, private, 
religious and secular were (re)negotiated. As some queers and (would-be) allies called for the 
permanent defunding of all religious schools, marshaling antireligious broadsides and at times 
Islamophobic tropes, others have (surprisingly successfully) insisted on and cultivated a more 
capacious queer politics – and experimented in inflections of the religious and the secular in excess 
of straightforward political imperatives. 

 
• Towards a Queer Analytic of Spirit Possession 

Seth Palmer, Doctoral student, Department of Anthropology, Women’s and Gender 
Studies, University of Toronto 
 
By bringing queer theory and spirit possession studies into conversation with one another, 

this paper asks what exactly is queer about spirit possession and, alternatively, how precisely do 
spirits queer?  There has been a recent proliferation of literature in queer studies, and the 
humanities more broadly, that fetishizes spectral forms residing in their archival homes.  Such 
metaphysical beings, however, are often represented as universalized, Eurocentric, “ghosts.”  
Utilizing a contextualized, cross-cultural approach, this paper argues that various phenomenon 
labeled under the category “spirit possession” queer sex/gender systems, temporalities, and 
anthropological methodologies and epistemologies.  Through possession, mediums’ bodies 
regularly cross gendered binaries, yet few ethnographic studies of spirit possession recognize its 
queerly transgressive qualities. When spirits engage in a dialogic relationship with subjects in the 



	  

present, they queer normative teleological temporalities, demanding an ethical engagement with 
the past.  Perhaps most strikingly, spirit possession troubles traditional anthropological 
methodologies by allowing the ethnographer to communicate with interlocutors through spirit 
forms. Studies in spirit possession demand a humble epistemology on the part of the ethnographer; 
the participant-observer must remain open to that which is unobservable and endure criticism from 
the spirits with whom they consort. Ethnographic material collected from fieldwork in Western 
Madagascar on tromba spirit mediums with non-conforming genders/sexualities will be used to 
further develop these theoretical arguments. 

 
• Past Queer: On Remembering and Forgetting 

Michael Connors Jackman, Doctoral Candidate, Department of Anthropology, York 
University  
 
Memories are fairly unreliable sources of empirical data. As ethnographers, we are often 

unsuccessful in our attempts to document the fine details of important events or our everyday 
routines. Given the fallibility of our memories, how do we learn to trust them when it matters? I 
ask this question not only about the experiences of researchers, but about those of research 
participants as well. My ethnographic work on the legacy of The Body Politic, the first major gay 
liberation paper in Canada which published from 1971 to 1987, focusses on the political 
potentialities of memory in on-going activist struggles. As memory moves between the temporal 
frames of past and present, it often unsettles and breaks apart fixed historical narratives. At a time 
when gay and lesbian couples are being celebrated as respectable citizens in Canada and beyond, 
queer scholars raise concerns about the complex dimensions of what has been described as the 
homonormative turn. In discussing my engagements with older generations of gays and lesbians, I 
foreground how memories of 1970s activist endeavours disrupt and provide alternatives to 
normativising tendencies in contemporary queer culture. 

 
• The Many Scenes of Queer Damascus 

Mathew Gagné, Doctoral student, Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto 
 

 This paper explores the local contingencies of constructed queerness in Damascus, Syria. 
Like most cities, Damascus contains multiple queer scenes, constituted by several meanings and 
embodies modes of socialities and subjectifications. Assembled, these scenes constitute a symbolic 
sphere of queer sensibilities – as interrelated sets of practices, meanings and affections – in the 
ways that they overlap and disperse, and by the continuities and ruptures of social relations and 
identitarian elements between and over them. Based on my ethnographic research, I enumerate 
five different types of queer scenes in the city, and explore the ways that people join, avoid, cross, 
and disavow them. I explore how these scenes are etched into the urban landscape creating spaces 
with meaning for how they join people in commonality and divide them in difference. But this 
negotiation of belonging is fluid and contextual; it moves between and among these spaces, giving 
rise to a sense of what it means to be queer in Damascus. This is about the formation of queer 
meaning and sociality in the ways that space, people, and practice come together in messy, 
contingent, and ephemeral ways to create embodied queer practices and socialities.  

 
Panel 5                                     Eat, Talk, Socialize: Thinking About Our Concepts in Daily Life 

• The Mind-Reading Assumption: Intentionality and Speech Act Theory in North American 
English 

Emily Hofstetter, MA student, Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto 



	  

It has been popular among Pacific anthropologists to dismiss Searle and Austin’s 
contributions to performative speech act theory. Several authors (Rosaldo 1982; Ochs 1984; 
Duranti 1984, 1994) based on linguistic evidence found in Pacific societies, have moved that 
speech act theory demonstrates merely an intra-cultural Western account of discourse. Several 
Pacific language communities show a decided avoidance of intention attribution to interlocutors, 
and represent language ideologies that are less individualistic and more based on social 
consequences of speech. These observations are based on the assumption that Western, 
particularly American English, speech exhibits precisely these attributes of individualistic 
intention attribution (“mind-reading”), and ideologies which put the onus of interpretation on the 
listener, as opposed to forcing the speaker to tailor speech for possible interpretations and 
consequences. This paper contests this assumption that English permits and even encourages 
“mind-reading”. Using conversation analysis, I will examine this yet-untested assumption, with 
phone call transcript data in the United States. I will demonstrate that intention attribution on the 
part of the listener is not how interlocutors prefer to interact.  

 
• Community as a trope of Indonesian modernity 

Lukas Ley & Jessica Tremblay, Doctoral students, Department of Anthropology, 
University of Toronto 
 
For Indonesians, the most important social unit after the extended family has been the local 

community or kampung, a tightly knit agglomeration of houses and neighbours connoting a sense 
of “home community” (Sullivan 1986). In cities, kampungs constitute “small enclaves of 
entangled social relations, reciprocity based on ethnic origin, and mutual protection" (Simone 
2010). Posited as a contrast to more “modern,” affluent, and “legible” (Scott 1998) urban 
neighbourhoods, the kampung has been denigraded as “unstructured, unorganized and informal” 
(Sihombing 2004); stigmatized as a breeding ground for poverty, technological backwardness, and 
criminality (Kooy & Bakker 2007). While urban geographers (e.g. McGee 2002) have predicted 
the disappearance of the kampung in the face of state attempts to move its informal population to 
the wage-earning sector, kampung residents often actively oppose the replacement of their 
“traditional” form of sociality by “modern” development. Drawing on recent fieldwork by the two 
authors in Jakarta and Yogyakarta, this paper will challenge a) the notion that the kampung is 
“traditional” or “pre-modern” and b) that kampung lifestyles are disappearing. Thus, this paper 
will both show that the kampung community is in fact partially the product of Indonesian 
modernization and administrative schemes, and illustrate the social and political practices that 
permit kampung residents to maintain this lifestyle. While in Jakarta, illegal residents lobby the 
government for support and recognition of their kampung-like communities through human rights 
discourses, in Yogyakarta, one popular method for sustaining a sense of community is to transpose 
it into the online world through social media. 

 
• Orienting memories: taste and comfort food in hospice care 

Leanne Davis, Doctoral Candidate, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Carleton 
University 
 
For hospice clients, food and memories are important domains of social practice as they 

negotiate their social death. Among hospice clients, memories of food and social relationships are 
evoked in one’s memory of taste, orienting the ‘self’ back-toward past experiences of ordinary 
food-events, ritual celebrations, and close kin relationships.  Using a specific ethnographic 
vignette from my fieldwork as a hospice volunteer, I will describe how comfort food triggers an 
embodied memory, which in turn appears to alter one’s pain threshold.  In this specific case, 
consuming childhood candy acted like a sensory clue that oriented comforting memories of a 



	  

specific kin relationship, evoking a time of ontological security in the face of social fragmentation 
and corporeal diminishment.   

Consuming memories involves a spatial re-orientation of significant kin relationships and 
the commensality of shared food. Building upon Hertz’s primary thesis that, for the social body, 
the process of death involves a transition into the ancestral world, I will contend that in hospice 
care, this social reorientation is negotiated through food and memory. Activating and consuming 
these embodied memories are essential to interacting with the ancestral world and helps clients 
negotiate coherence in the liminal phase of the social death. This conference paper will explore the 
phenomenological boundaries of taste as it evokes embodied memories that assist clients in 
negotiating a sense of ontological security and social coherence during the liminal process of the 
social death. 
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• Integrating ethnographic principles in monitoring and evaluating International NGOs: Case 
Study Female Empowerment in Egypt 

Zuzanna Kucharski, MA student, Department of Anthropology, University of Ottawa 
  

There have been recent developments which offer the potential to lead to important 
changes in the way in which the impact of social change programming is understood in 
International Development. First, there are increasing demands for stronger alternatives for 
monitoring program processes and assessing impact. They are sought out to be more grounded in 
the realities of practice and societal change than some of the quantitative ‘results-based’, methods 
currently advocated and imposed by government donors and private foundations. Ethnographic 
methods in particular offer a potentially richer way of assessing the relationships between intent, 
action and change in social development and because of their emphasis on developing locally 
grounded explanations. This research will provide a potential means of integrating such 
ethnographic principles through a case study of the examination of the dynamics between the 
International NGO CARE and an Egyptian community. In essence my role in my research would 
try to engage in both the practices of development as a volunteer for CARE-Canada but engage in 
new thinking about development through being a critical observer and a necessary participant and 
keeping in mind the relationship between knowledge, discourse and the reproduction of power 
within development (Fisher 1997). The interface between developers and those "to be developed" 
is not a case of binary oppositions where there is the modern or scientific versus the traditional 
indigenous thought. The paradigms within which developers work are contextually contingent, 
culturally specific and contested as those of the social groups whom they target (Gardner, Lewis 
2005) . 
 
Fisher, W. (1997) Doing Good? The Politics and Antipolitics of NGO Practices. Annual Review of Anthropology 
26:439-464  
Gardner, K., & Lewis, D. (2005). Beyond Development?. The anthropology of development and globalization: from 
classical political economy to contemporary neoliberalism . Malden, Mass.: Blackwell Pub. 
 

• Living with the dead: building ethical relations in Acholi, northern Uganda 
Letha Victor, Doctoral student, Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto 
 
The villages of the Acholi sub-region of northern Uganda have only recently begun the 

task of rebuilding after two decades of civil war. The 1986-2006 Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) 
insurgencies disrupted not only normal economic and social relations, but also upset the moral 
order of the natural spirit world. In the villages that surround the trading centre of Atiak, the ghosts 



	  

of those persons who died violent and ritually impure deaths haunt the living, non-human spirit 
beings possess and speak through the bodies of men and women, and the souls of ancestors make 
their presence known on the landscapes of family homesteads. My dissertation project in socio-
cultural anthropology proposes that the living residents of Atiak do not approach these spirit 
encounters as pathological distractions from the business of community reconstruction, but as 
ethical challenges intrinsic to it. The question that guides my research is this: How do the people 
of Atiak manage, cope with, and manipulate their encounters with incorporeal spirits? This paper 
will explore the theoretical paradigms and methodological tools which constitute the research 
design of my upcoming twelve-months of ethnographic fieldwork. 

 
• Love, Marriage, and Money: The Changing Meaning of Lobola Among Young, Rural Xhosa 

in South Africa  
Kate Rice, Doctoral Candidate, Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto 
 
This paper takes up the issue of the social life of money and the social power of romantic 

love by examining the meanings that local young people attribute to lobola (bridewealth) and 
marriage in a rural Xhosa community in South Africa. The region is one of the poorest in South 
Africa, meaning that money, care, love, and social obligation are very deeply entwined on both 
pragmatic and emotional levels.  

Drawing on my doctoral fieldwork, I explore the significance of the growing importance 
that young people place on romantic love –as opposed to obligations to kin- as the basis for martial 
partnership at the same time that bridewealth –which is an obligatory requirement for marriage, 
but is beyond the means of most young men- is increasingly being experienced and understood 
through the idiom of purchase. I show that most young women in the community have a low 
opinion of married life, which they perceive to be characterized by hard labour and excessive 
control exercised over them by husband and in-laws. Both men and women explain that payment 
of lobola is central to the legitimacy of this gendered subordination, yet virtually all women hold 
the institution of lobola in high esteem. In reconciling this conundrum, I show that young women 
view bridewealth payment as a recognition of their value in monetary terms, but also consider it 
indicative of a man’s love, provided the couple are already in an intimate relationship prior to 
marriage. Ultimately, I argue that young women consider romantic love to be an emancipatory 
force that will negate their subordination in marriage. In other words, most young women believe 
that if a man loves a woman, he will demonstrate his love by paying a high lobola, and will then 
continue to demonstrate that love in marriage by treating his wife as a social equal, by not 
disciplining her, by helping her in her work, and by defending her from in-laws. Young men, for 
their part, put emphasis on lobola payment as an achievement that should be compensated through 
gendered privilege and authority, and do not consider loving their wives as incongruent with 
exercising authority and discipline over them. This is indicative of larger gendered tensions in the 
community, in a time of growing socio-economic uncertainty and rapid social change in the post-
Apartheid era.  

 
 


